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AbstractAbstract

The research project aims to provide an international and crossThe research project aims to provide an international and cross--cultural cultural 

comparative study in the field of special needs and inclusive education.  It comparative study in the field of special needs and inclusive education.  It 

investigates which environmental factors facilitate or restrict activity and investigates which environmental factors facilitate or restrict activity and 

participation of schoolparticipation of school--aged children with disabilities in the field of aged children with disabilities in the field of 

education in different societal and cultural contexts. The project refers to education in different societal and cultural contexts. The project refers to 

the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) 

of the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the adapted Child and Youth of the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the adapted Child and Youth 

version (ICFversion (ICF--CY). This classification regards disability as a product of CY). This classification regards disability as a product of 

impairments of physical and mental structures and functions, activity impairments of physical and mental structures and functions, activity 

limitations and participation restrictions in combination with environmental limitations and participation restrictions in combination with environmental 

and personal factors. and personal factors. 

Based on the classification scheme of the ICF/ICFBased on the classification scheme of the ICF/ICF--CY the research CY the research 

project investigates barriers and facilitators in the field of education in project investigates barriers and facilitators in the field of education in 

ICF ICF -- International International ClassificationClassification ofof

FunctioningFunctioning, , DisabilityDisability andand HealthHealth

(WHO 2001: International Classification of 
Functioning, Disability and Health)
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March – June 2010             November 2010 – January 2011       November 2011 – January 2012

project investigates barriers and facilitators in the field of education in project investigates barriers and facilitators in the field of education in 

Austria, Thailand, and Ethiopia in cooperation with staff members of local Austria, Thailand, and Ethiopia in cooperation with staff members of local 
universities.universities.
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